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Lions Club of Bridport Christmas Carols – Sunday 18th December 2022 

The Lions Club of Bridport is planning its regular 

seasonal celebrations of Carols on the Green. This 

year’s Christmas Carols will be held on Sunday, 18th 

December from 5.30 pm with Carols from 7.00 pm. 

Our Christmas Carols includes fun on the Green, 

the Lions BBQ, other food stalls, an early visit from 

Santa and Mrs Claus, and then a great evening of 

music with a good band, soloists, and the drawing 

of Lions Club of Bridport major raffle for this year. 

We hope you will all come along to support this 

special event under the weather 

permitting. 

Glen and Jan Foster 

Christmas Carols Music Directors 

Lions Club of Bridport Inc. 

 
 

Charity Golf Day - Tuesday 11th October 

Lions Club of Bridport held our Annual Charity Golf 
Day at Barnbougle Dunes on Tuesday, 11th October 
in perfect weather conditions.  We had 19 teams 
competing in a fun day with great competition 
between all players. 

The day started at 7.15 am with a complimentary 
breakfast of egg and bacon rolls which were 
enjoyed by all players.  We also had a BBQ on the 
4th hole, and Prawns and Wine Tasting on the 14th 
hole.  Lions Club of Bridport provided Pulled Roast 
Meat Rolls, Mini Quiches, Sausages Rolls, 
Sandwiches and delicious slices for players after 
they had finished the Golf Competition. 

Lions Club of Bridport greatly appreciate the 
ongoing support of our 23 Major Sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

The Charity Golf Day also included Team Prizes, Spot Prizes and Nearest to Pin and Longest 
Drive.  Lions Club of Bridport are very grateful to all businesses who donated prizes/vouchers – 
without your ongoing generous donations the Charity Golf Day would not be possible.    

We look forward to using all the funds we have raised to support the building of our Outdoor 
Halfcourt Basketball Project. 

1. Harcourts Northeast Real Estate 

2. Cottage Bakery Scottsdale 

3. Clovelly Dairy - Bridport 

4. North East Glass and Screens - Scottsdale 

5. IGA Top Shop 

6. IGA Keltys 

7. Scottsdale Veterinary Service 

8. Tania Rattray – Member for McIntyre 

9. Michael Ferguson – Deputy Premier of Tasmania 

10. Lara Alexander – MP Bass 

11. Simon Wood - MP 

12. Berried in Tasmania – Oaks Tasmania 

13. Cain Civil Contracting - Bridport 

14. BKG Contracting - Bridport 

15. Padgett & Co Forestry Services Scottsdale 

16. David Vautin Family Trust 

17. Bridport Pharmacy 

18. Mark McDougall Farming Contractor 

19. Bass Straight Freight Services Agripartners 

20. Paul McDougall Fertilizer Services 

21. Bridport Electrical 

22. Taxi Combined – Launceston 

23. Active Areas – Darren Clark 
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Update from Bridport Men's Shed 

The October meeting had a few attendees as we are down in 
members through health reasons and we also wish Peter a very 
healthy road back to recovery plus member went and put his hot 
house garden back in order.  I am back after two months helping a 
mate in Launceston getting ready to retire. 

We are always looking for new members and all are welcome. 

The Shed is having a garage sale on 19 November with members 
having their own table 

there are also a few positions for public tables at $10 per site.  

TIME??? 

If anyone has items to donate to The Shed, we will pick up, also we 
will pick up any old car and truck batteries etc. phone 0428 561 941. 

Stay safe and look forward to Saturday 19 November. 

President Mick 
0428 561 941 

Lions Club of Bridport 

2022 Special Olympics Australia National Games – 17th – 22nd October 2022 

Lions Club of Bridport Members had seven of their members volunteer to assist at the 2022 Special Olympics 
Australia National Games which were held in Launceston with 750 Special Olympic Athletes competing from all around Australia.   

Volunteering at the Games was a life changing and enriching experience for our members.  Athletes competed in Swimming, 

Basketball, Tennis, Gymnastics, Bocce, Indoor Bowls, Athletics, Football and Golf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support by Recycling Your Old Glasses 

Lions Club of Bridport have teamed with Bridport Pharmacy to provide a box for community 
members to “drop off” their old glasses. 

Lions Recycle for Sight Australia is part of the Lions Clubs International Worldwide Eyeglass 
Recycling Program, operating throughout Australia and overseas. 

We receive requests from humanitarian organisations either travelling to a developing country or 
supplying shipping container loads of suitable humanitarian aid from Australia to groups in these 
countries. 

Over the 26 years that the Australian program has operated, the program, has delivered over 7 million pair of refurbished quality 
spectacles to men, women and children in Africa, Europe, Middle East, Indian Sub-Continent, East Asia, and the Far East, China, the 
countries of the Pacific Rim and Southern Asia and Oceania.  In the past 10 years several members of our Marine Branch have been 
able to use their oceangoing yachts to reach and test villagers, in the remotest areas for eyesight and deliver spectacles to them. 

Leonie Johnston 
Secretary Lions Club of Bridport Inc 
Mobile 0438 281352 
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At Joe's Electrical we're a small team of 

electricians operating in North East Tasmania. 

We specialise in a wide variety of areas including 

domestic, industrial, solar, heat pumps, 

basic data and more... 

Contact Joe's Electrical today: 

0409 920 629  -  jk@joeselectrical.com.au  

Bridport Distilling Co 
Opening Hours 

 

Offering our very own Bridport Gin.  A very focused North 

East Wine list celebrating our beautiful wine region. 

Delicious cold beer on tap as well as Little Rivers Brewing Co 

products.  Serving pizzas, and an array of grazing platters.  

Contact: 101 Main Street, Bridport, Tasmania, 7262 

info@bridportdistillingco.com.au 

Wednesday & Thursday 12pm to 5pm 

Friday & Saturday 12pm to 10pm 

Sunday 12pm to 8pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open 7 days 

Lunch 12 - 2 pm and Dinner 5 - 8 pm 

Dine in or takeaway 

Weekly Wednesday Parmi night 

Friday happy hour with local meat raffle 

Tote, Keno and Gaming, Bottleshop 

 

We offer a wide range of detailing services for all 
types of vehicles  

With 20+ years of experience with luxury models, 
fleets, 4x4s and daily drives 

Contact us anytime 0474 754 698 for a free quote 
Located in Bridport    Available 7 days a week 

mailto:jk@joeselectrical.com.au
mailto:info@bridportdistillingco.com.au


ALWAYS FREE bridreport@gmail.com Vol 23 Issue 10 October 2022 

ALWAYS FREE  7

A Mysterious Journey by Mike Douglas 

Ronald Campbell Gunn, 1808-81, arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1830.  He held important 

administrative positions and was elected to parliament, but is best known as a botanist, 

explorer and founder of City Park in Launceston. 

Gunn had a summer grazing run at Diddleum Plains below Mt. Scott, accessible by a bridle 

track from Launceston.  In a letter to the noted English botanist, William Hooker, he wrote of 

a forest journey in which he walked for several days to reach the north coast, passing 

through myrtle and wet eucalypt forest before encountering drier vegetation near the coast.  

The date was October 1848. 

Historians surmised, probably incorrectly, that Gunn started from his run, then followed a 

route similar to that later taken by James Scott in 1852, traversing Mt. Maurice to the 

Legerwood area and beyond. 

Much more likely is a direct line to the coast from his run, passing over or near Mt. Scott to 

the South Springfield and Scottsdale areas, then an immense uninhabited forest, followed by 

a push through drier forest to Anderson Bay where there were settlers at Bowood and 

Barnbougle. 

In 2006, a bronze statue of Gunn was erected in City Park.  Few who stop to look would know of 

his connection to our locality. 

 

 

 

Richard L. Easterbrook 

Chartered Accountant 

 

134 Waterhouse Road, Bridport 

Phone 0418 137 627 

Call me to discuss your 

accounting requirements 

Brushstrokes Art Exhibition  -  View local Dorset artists’ work 

Commencing Thursday 3rd November 
until Monday 7th November 

Open daily 10 am - 4 pm  (later opening on Sunday 12.30 pm - 4pm) 

Venue:  Bridport Uniting Church 

All Welcome, Free Admission 

James Nichols, Proprietor, 
0408 280 881 

Automotive  Mechanical  Ser-
vicing Repairs 

1 Heckrath Road, Bridport Indus-
trial Estate 

Business Hours: Mon to Fri 8.30 
am to 5.00 pm 

 

5 Heckrath Road, Bridport 

Bridport’s secure and easy accessed storage 

Available for short or long term rental 

Suitable for household, caravans, boats ... 

Shed sizes: 

3.0 m x 3.5 m   3.5 m x 7.5 m   9.0 m x 3.5 m 

Shed contents to be insured by hirer 

Contact Tim 0438 561 536 
tim@tdjensen.com.au 

17 Bentley 

Street 

Bridport 

Statue of Ronald Campbell Gunn  

City Park, Launceston 
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Brought to you by 

 

If you have an up coming event or 

something you would like to share please 

contact Alison for more information: 

bridreport@gmail.com 

 

A BIG thank you to the individuals, clubs 

and organisations and businesses who 

contributed to this month’s issue of the 

Bridreport 

 

New public hall and school for Bridport 

In the early years schooling in the North-East was a bit of a hit and miss affair.  There were not enough children to justify a school, 

then there was the trouble of securing an adequate teacher and premises, and some parents had to be convinced of the priority of 

school over the needs of their day-to-day existence.  When, eventually, school requirements were recognised and supported by the 

State government the buildings were often not fit-for-purpose, frequently cold with an inadequate supply of desks, chairs, books and 

other materials.  Most small local schools consisted of a single room, so children of all ages had to taught in the same place. 

In October 1914 a meeting was held in the ‘school room’ at Bridport to progress the building of a new union church, sufficient to cater 

for the small population until local numbers grew large enough to support denominational churches.  However, the meeting decided 

that a better solution would be to build a Public Hall in Bridport, which could then be used for educational, religious, social and 

political purposes.  They then went further and proposed that a 6-acre recreation ground be sought next to the proposed new hall.  

The Public Hall was duly built and opened in 1915, and 

the school moved in.  But by 1916 the Director of 

Education, on a visit to Bridport, received a request to 

build a new school in Bridport since the number of 

potential scholars was 20, well over the number 

stipulated by the Department for a State School.  The 

Director of Education replied that he was favourably 

disposed to the idea. 

Forms submitted to the Department to justify the 

provisional school for Bridport list the names of the 

families, and their children who would attend.  They 

include Andrews (two children living one mile from the 

proposed school site), Barnett (eight children ¼ mile 

distant), Smythe (two children ¾ mile distant), Whitfield 

(two children, one mile), Butler (two children, one mile) 

and Johnston (one child, one mile).  It was also noted 

that Mr A. E. Osborne was about to move to Bridport and would bring two children.  A later form also includes the Harris, Holmes, 

Heckrath and Somerville family children. 

The new Bridport school started with a splutter.  There were 20 children enrolled in 1915, 19 the following year.  In 1917 the school 

only opened for 29 days, and it closed for the whole year in 1918, but it had bounced back by 1920 with 21 enrolled students.  As we 

all know now, Bridport eventually thrived - up until the early 1980s the peak enrolment for the Bridport school was in 1968, with 132 

scholars. 

The North-Eastern Advertiser is working with the Dorset Tasmania History Society to publish historical articles so that our history, in 

stories and images, is not lost.  The Society is recording and archiving Dorset’s local historical information and can be contacted via 

their Facebook page. 

Opening day of the new Bridport Hall 1915 


